PINK LADY RAIL TRANSIT COMMISSION

Meeting – Tuesday April 6, 2010 @ 10:00am

Sauk County Courthouse West Rm B30

Baraboo, WI

Attendance:

Commissioners Present: Chairman Kasper, Vice Chairman Anderson, Treasurer Whitehurst, Secretary Rockett, Elmer Ellis.

Not present: John Geoghegan (excused)
Others Present: Jenny Erickson – Sauk County Extension, Marty Krueger – County Board Chair, Ed Geick – Baraboo Admin, Dick Goddard – LSRHA, Sheri Walz – WDOT, Jeremiah Tucker SP Eagle, Roger Larson, WisDot, Larry Volz – WRRTC/County Board, Frank Huntington – WDOT Rails, Don Meyer -Mid-Continent Railway Museum, Ken Lucht –WSOR, Karna Hanna – SCDC, Rep. Fred Clark – State Legislature, 

Meeting called to order:

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am by Chairman Kasper.

Certification of open meeting law.

Meeting was certified as having met the requirements of the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.

Approval of Agenda.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Ellis to approve agenda as printed.  Motion carried.

Approval of minutes of November 3, 2009.

Motion by Ellis, seconded by Anderson to approve minutes as printed.  Motion carried.

Treasure’s report.

Whitehurst reported a balance of $2,201.21 as of today’s date.  Motion by Rockett, seconded by Anderson to approve the report.  Motion carried.

Correspondence and communications.


Chair Kasper reported on a meeting room change to Room 213 for the next meeting. 

Per Deim and Mileage.


Jenny Erickson presented the guidelines of Sauk County for “Per Deim” and mileage. PLRTC is not a standing committee of the County and any per diem would fall under the PLRTC budget. Typical county board members receive $50/mtg and mileage reimbursement of $.50/mile. Possibly fall under a W9 reporting. Recommended that an accountant be contacted for professional advice.


All members of the PLRTC to fill out a committee voucher whether or not they want “per diem” or mileage.


A budget committee of Anderson and Whitehurst to prepare for a presentation to communities requesting support. 

Chairmen’s report.


Communication with the Devil’s Lake officials that the drain tube to maintain lake levels is operating properly. Devil’s Lake will be celebrating a 100 year anniversary next year. Chair Kasper offered help and participation bt the PLRTC if needed for the event. 

Rail Usage report

Presented by Jenny Erickson. 


The PLRTC was formed to keep rail service viable in Sauk County. Based on a 1988 survey approx 740 rail cars per year with once a week service was the usage. A new survey was conducted by the Sauk County UW Extension Office to assess the current impact of rail to local business and industry. Results are being compiled and will be presented at a future meeting. A copy of the finished report will be sent out to the users. 

Merrimac Bridge study.


Reported by Marty Krueger an overview of the Merrimac Bridge study presented by Ayres Associates to the County on Jan 25th, 2010. SCDC along with EDC discussed the process to move ahead with the findings of the report. Will identify stakeholders and meet in confidence to discuss the importance of rail service in Sauk County.


Karna Hanna reported on having meetings to date with officials Baraboo, Sauk City, Reedsburg and Rock Springs. As the meetings were in confidence, notes from the meetings will be presented to the stakeholders for approval before distribution. Suggestion by Anderson to poll the businesses in Sauk County that are shippers where the populace of their employees lives.

Wisconsin River Rail Transit Commission report. 


Reported by Larry Volz. He has had comments made to suggest using HSR funds for rail infrastructure and not HSR.

Wisconsin and Southern report.


Ken Lucht made the following report:  ROW maintenance being performed from Rock Springs to Reedsburg. Brush trimming and weed control.


WSOR installing ties on Reedsburg sub after the Cross Plains sub is completed.


Scheduling a Rail detector car for the Reedsburg sub to detect faulty rail in advance of failure. 


Track maintenance costs range in the $15,000/mile to maintain rail to Class II Standards.


Delivery service has increased to 5 days/week to Reedsburg. 


Presented a handout of new customers and the recent upgrade of a transload site. 


Brief discussion of the Merrimac bridge study. This bridge is currently rated at E 36. (This NORMAL Rating - Fatigue Criteria should not be taken or considered as the safe capacity of the structure, but rather, only as an indicator of the potential for fatigue damage accumulation.)
WisDot


Reported by Frank Huntington. Wisconsin DOT has developed a Statewide Rail Service Plan based on a questionnaire for the public to express their opinions about the future of rail service in Wisconsin. This information will be in draft form by the end of summer. Online questionnaire ended April 5th. Frank to confirm if comments can still be submitted online.


Working with United Cooperative on a grain loading facility in Dane County along the tracks across the river from Sauk City.  

Business and Rail usage reports. 


Sauk County Report by Karna Hanna. Rock Springs quarry not shipping, economy showing signs of improvement. Unfortunately unemployment is at 10.1% the highest in awhile. 


Reedsburg Report by Rockett. Working on recruiting a second commission member to fill the absence. Spoke to Lakeside Foods and they mentioned that there is discussion about removing the tracks crossing West Main St as there is no rail usage to Lakeside and the maintenance costs are high. 


Baraboo Report by Ellis. Business static to slow. Like to see more stability. Report by Whitehurst. Business coming back slow.

Legislative Comments.  

Fred Clark indicated that the local legislators are open to the needs of the railroad system to keep it viable.

Public Comments.   


Don Meyer Mid-Continent opening Mother’s Day weekend for the season. Hoping for a good year. Still working on repairs from 08 flood.

Next meeting date and location..


August 3rd, 2010 at 10:00 am. Meeting location West Square Building Room 213.

Adjourned at 11:37 am

Doug Rockett, recording 


